	FR. MARSH ANNOUNCES THE NEXT BOOK GROUP READING .  
Separation of Church and Hate
a sane person’s guide to taking back the Bible
from fundamentalists, fascists, and flock-fleecing frauds
by John Fugelsang
	

	 In this New York Times bestseller, recommended to me by several people whom I admire for their visible faith and lived faithfulness, the son of a former Catholic nun and a Franciscan brother delivers a deeply irreverent and biblically correct takedown of hatred falsely clothed as Christianity. But the author’s message is about more than just taking down hypocrites. It’s about fighting for the love, mercy, and service that make up the very heart of our Christian faith. It’s a rallying cry for anyone of any faith who’s tired of religion being used as a cloaking device for hate. 
 
The book examines issues such as immigration, abortion, LGBTQ+ inclusion, poverty, race, and political power. Fugelsang frequently returns to the words and actions of Jesus in the Gospels, arguing that Jesus consistently stood with the marginalized, challenged religious hypocrisy, and emphasized love of neighbor. He encourages readers to engage in discussions about faith and politics using Scripture itself as a way to challenge selective or exclusionary interpretations of Christianity. 
 
I invite you to read this provocative and timely book, then join with me and other parishioners in discussing the contents, not seeking consensus but a deeper understanding of what may be an expression of differing thoughts and views. Our conversation will be framed around Christian discipleship, public witness, the Baptismal Covenant, and the call to love our neighbors, while making charitable and respectful space for differing political perspectives. We will gather with some wine and cheese on the evening of: 
 
Wednesday, September 23
7:00 – 8:30pm
St. Andrew’s Room



